Seeds, Tubers, Corms, Bulbs and Rhizomes


Seeds

A seed is a fertilised ovule (egg) containing the plant embryo. Given the appropriate conditions, this seed will develop into a new plant. All flowering plants should produce seeds, however, some of the varieties that have been selectively bred, especially double flowered varieties, are infertile and therefore won’t produce seeds.

Tubers

These are swollen stems or roots that act as food storage organs. They are used for the plant to survive the winter and provide energy and nutrients for regrowth in the next growing season. They have buds (sometimes known as ‘eyes’) that will sprout and grow into a new plant.

There are two types of tubers:

1) Stem tubers where part of the stem becomes enlarged, Examples of stem tubers are Potatoes, Begonias

2) Root tubers where part of the root (can be the end, middle or entire length) becomes enlarged. Examples of root tubers are Dahlias, sweet potatoes

Corms

These are underground storage organs, present in plants such as Crocus, Gladioli, Cyclamen, Crocosmia. They are swollen stem bases (not unlike stem tubers) covered with scale leaves. New shoots (stolons) emerge from between the scale leaves at axillary buds and form new corms at their tips. The scale leaves are remnants of leaves produced in previous years and provide a protective covering.

Bulbs

A bulb is a resting stage of a plant (eg Lily, Onion, Tulip, Hyacinth), that is formed underground. It consists of a short stem base, bearing one or more vegetative growing points enclosed in overlapping fleshy leaf bases or scales. These scales contain food reserves to enable the plant to survive overwinter. The growing points or unexpanded flower shoots develop upward growth whereas the roots emerge from under the stem base.

Rhizomes

These are continuously growing underground stems that also put out lateral shoots and adventitious roots, thereby spreading quickly. Examples are invasive weeds like ground elder and couch grass, as well as some varieties of bamboo and certain herbaceous perennials like Euphorbia griffithii Fireglow.

